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across the middle of the country, were the most
important unit. Germany also was broken
up into a great number of nearly independent
lordships and cities, but over all of them was the
Emperor who also had for his private kingdom
Austria and the lands round about it.
There was a permanent rivalry between France
and the German States and therefore the Emperor;
and the way in which England (though a much
smaller country) could play upon this rivalry
had a great deal to do with her importance.
In numbers and wealth England was then only
about one fifth of France or of the German States,
but she was defended by the sea (except on the
northern Scottish border), was prosperous, and
it made a great deal of difference to each of the
rivals which side she took.
This England into which Henry VIII was
born was agricultural; most of the towns were
only market towns dependent upon the custom
of the villages round about; there was only one
really large city, London, with about 150,000
people, Norwich, which was the capital of the
woollen industry, came next; and Bristol had
a certain importance; but the great mass of
Englishmen lived in the villages and by tilling
the soil. It is important to remember this when-
ever one reads about the Reformation in England,
because that movement was strongest in London